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PROTECT Cheers Boreas Ponds Compromise
Compromise protects Boreas Ponds as Wilderness, while enabling easy public
access and a variety of recreational uses on neighboring Wild Forest lands
Wilderness Classification for the Boreas Ponds is major milestone in the history
of the Adirondack Park
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The Adirondack Park Agency today released its long awaited and much discussed
proposal for the classification of 20,543 acres of recently purchased public Forest
Preserve lands around the Boreas Ponds in North Hudson, Essex County in the
Adirondack Park. The APA held a public hearing on four classification options at the end
of 2016. The APA will take up this classification at its monthly meeting to be held on
February 1-2, 2018 at its headquarters in Ray Brook. This decision is part of a Forest
Preserve classification package that totals over 54,000 acres. Over 10,000 public
comments were received during this hearing.
The APA staff is recommending “Alternative 2B” which largely uses the Gulf Brook
Roads as the Wilderness-Wild Forest boundary on the Boreas Pond tract. Under state
law, Forest Preserve lands classified as Wilderness allow primitive and basic recreational
opportunities, such as hiking, canoe paddling or cross-country skiing. Wild Forest areas
allow for use of bicycles as well as snowmobiles and motor vehicles. Alternative 2B
recommends 11,412 acres for classification as Wilderness and 9,118 acres proposed for
Wild Forest.
“The classification of the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness and the expansion of High Peaks
Wilderness Area marks a great day for the Forest Preserve and Adirondack Park.
Classification of the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness is a landmark achievement in the
history of the Adirondack Park. Protect the Adirondacks congratulates Governor Cuomo
and the Adirondack Park Agency and Department of Environmental Conservation,” said
Peter Bauer, Executive Director of Protect the Adirondacks.
Public uses on these lands will be determined through Unit Management Plans (UMPs).
The Wilderness lands around the Boreas Ponds will be added to the High Peaks
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Wilderness and the Wild Forest lands will be added to the Vanderwhacker Mountain
Wild Forest area. Both UMPs are expected to be revised in the summer of 2018. Under
this classification, public motor vehicle use could be as close as ¼ mile to the shoreline of
Boreas Ponds. Under this classification, the Gulf Brook Road could be retained as a
Forest Preserve road open to bicycles and motor vehicles and used as a snowmobile trail.
The Wilderness area around the Boreas Ponds limits public uses to canoes, kayaks or
rowboats, hiking, cross-country skiing and camping.
“This decision is a net gain for the Forest Preserve, for Wilderness, and for the
Adirondack Park. Over the next several decades, the trees along the Boreas shoreline will
grow taller and bigger. The hillsides and mountainsides will see the forest canopy expand
and thicken like clasped fingers. Each year across the 11,400 acres around Boreas Ponds
wild nature will ceaselessly work unimpeded by humans to reclaim the forests, eat away
the roads, overgrow the log landings, bury the culverts, and transform the area into a
Wilderness,” said Peter Bauer.
Under the APA staff recommendation Wild Forest lands end ¼ mile from the Boreas
Ponds. The APA is proposing a Primitive Corridor for administrative purposes to
maintain the Boreas Ponds dam. There are no other Primitive Corridors in the areas
designated for Wilderness classification. There will also be two small State
Administrative areas along the Gulf Brook Road in the Wild Forest lands for the cabin at
the 4 Corners that will likely be used as a caretakers cabin, similar to state cabins at Lake
Colden, the Raquette River and Marcy Dam, and a small sand and gravel pit that will
assist with road maintenance.
“We are very pleased that this appears to be a clean classification. As currently proposed,
this classification will not require any changes to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan and the boundary line between Wilderness and Wild Forest is distinct. The state’s
last major Forest Preserve classification for the Essex Chain Lakes blurred classification
lines like a jigsaw puzzle and required changes to weaken the State Land Master Plan. It
looks like the state has learned from its mistakes,” said Peter Bauer.
“As a compromise, the proposed Boreas classification provides each side with their most
important objectives, while also forcing each side to make concessions. There was clearly
give and take. The most important objective from the environmental side was the
classification of the Boreas Ponds as Wilderness. We wanted the highest protection that
New York offers its public lands – Wilderness – and wanted to see the Boreas Ponds
added to the High Peaks Wilderness area. The most important objective of local
government and motorized recreation groups was retention of the Gulf Brook Road. They
wanted motorized access as close to the ponds as possible. They also wanted a
snowmobile trail routed through these lands that connected North Hudson to
Newcomb/Minerva,” said Peter Bauer.
The APA website also includes descriptions of all alternatives, a response document to
the public comments, a draft Environmental Impact Statement, biological surveys, and a
draft resolution.
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profit organization dedicated to the protection of the 6-million-acre Adirondack Park in
northern New York. PROTECT was formed through the merger of the Association for
the Protection of the Adirondacks and the Residents’ Committee to Protect the
Adirondacks in 2009. PROTECT pursues its mission to protect the Adirondack Park and
defend the public “forever wild” Forest Preserve through citizen advocacy, grassroots
organizing, education, research, and legal action. PROTECT is governed by a volunteer
Board of Directors. PROTECT maintains an office in Lake George. For more information
see www.protectadks.org.
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