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The mission of the ADIRONDACK COUNCIL is to ensure the ecological integrity and
wild character of the ADIROND ACK PARK for current and future generations.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
" ANNE. CARMEL

Chair .

KEVIN ARQUIT

Vice-Chalr

ROBERT J. KAFIN
Vice-Chair

ROBERT GARRETT
Treasurer ’

THOMAS D. THACHER I
Secretary

DAVID E. BRONSTON
JOHNP.CAHILL

CHARLES D. CANHAM, PH.D.
LIZA COWAN

JEFFREY H. DONAHUE

May 31, 2012

Commissioner Joe Martens

- New York State Department of Environmental Conse;vaﬁon _
. 625 Broadway - : .

Albany; New York 12233

Re: ‘.(‘)ppos'iﬁo'n to prbpose‘d Co‘nstitu‘tional Amendment for NYCO mine,
Town of Lewis S : ‘

Déar Commissioner Martens:

The Adirondack Council is opposed to the propoSed Constifuﬁénal Amendment
which would allow NYCO Minerals, Inc. to exchange an amount of land to be

. determined in order to mine wollastonite ore in the Town of Lewis on Lot 8,

BRIAN L HOUSEAL

Four Star Charity

... JOHN L FRNST.
SARAH COLLUM HATFIELD . currently Forest Preserve lands within the J ay'Mbiixit'aiii Wildemess. Cur
SHELAM.HUTT decision is based on the following reasons: A
LEE KEET ; . :
VIRGINIA M. LAWRENCE 1) ‘The proposed action, if approved via a Constitutional Amendment, sets a bad
LAWRENCE MASTER, PHO. precedent for the future conservation and use of the Forest Preserve by enabling
JAMES B. MCKENNA mineral extraction by a private corporation. :
SARAH J. MEYLAND . . :

- SHERRY NEMMERS 2) Oéen pit mining is one of the most environmentally destructive forms of natural
MEREDITH M. PRIME resource exploitation, and reclamation would require centuries to restore the
RICHARD L. REIHOLD ‘ecological integrity of the site. '

LAUREL SHERWQOD ) i . .

DAVID SKOVRON 3) The potential economic benefits of expanding this mine would be brief, while

JAMES L SONNEBORN environmental damage would be long-lasting. NYCO?’s October 29, 2008

LYNETTE M. STARK presentation states, “The estimates of mining the ore in Lot 8 could extend the -

JOELH TRESMAN Lewis mine life by 5-7 years with a potential 1.2M tons of recoverable geological

ARRONWOOLF reserves, if mined underground. The life could be extended even longer (3-5) -

BRIAN RUDER, il Emeritus years if mined as it is now, as an open pit.”

EXECUTIVEDIRECTOR 4} There are clear alternatives to expanding this mine site. NYCO owns other
economically viable mine sites in Essex County which are not on the Forest

Preserve. Oak Hill, which is already permitted, has 16-21 years of estimated life.
Fox Hill with 5-7 years of estimated life, is currently in the permitting process.
There is no overwhelming reason to exploit Lot 8 at this time when NYCO can
move to the other sites without major impacts on local employment.
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The Adirondack Council’s support for recent Constitutional Amendments in
1995, 2007 and 2009 was based on the fact that all of those weré needed to ensure
public health and safety for the Park’s communities, Those amendments were
requested because there were no viable alternatives. The amendments were

carefully drafted to ensure they set no precedents th;it would adversely affect

. other areas of the Forest Preserve. - In each case, the amendment resulted in an
-overwhelming benefit to the Forest Preserve, as well as to the ecological integrity

and wild character of the park.

The Adirondack Council wriderstands the importance of private sector
employment opportunities in the Park. The employment generated by 5-7 years

.of open pit mining on Lot 8 does not represent siistainable jobs in the long-term,

and should not be used as a justification to exploit the Adiro.ndaqk Forest Pr_¢_serve_:

“for short-term corporate gairi: « -

We appreciate your consideration of our position on this matter.

Cordiélly,

Brian L. Houseal
Executive Director
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2012 Legislative Session

MEMORANDUM IN OPPOSITION
A 10641 (Sweeney) / S. 7654 (Little)

CONCURRENT RESOLUT'ON OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBL Y
an a o tiom 1 of article 14 of the constitution,,

P immgs
in relation to a lamd exch‘lngc, in the state forest preserve with INY CC»
™Minerals, Inc.

The Adirondack Council opposes the proposed Constitutional Amendment which would
allow NYCO Minerals, Ine. to exchange an amount of land to be determined in order to
mine wollastonite ore in the Town of Lewis on Lot 8, currently Forest Preserve lands
within the Jay Mountain Wilderness. Our decision is based on the following reasons:
The proposed action. if approved via a Constitutional Amendment, scts a bad precedent
for theé future conservation and use of the Forest Preserve by enabling mineral extraction
by a private corporation.

Open pit mining is one of the most environmentally destiructive forms of natural rescurce
exploitation, and reclamation would require centuries to restore the ecological integrity of
the site.

The potential economic benefits of expanding this mine weould be brief, while
environmental damage would be long-lasting. NYCO’s October 29, 2008 presentation
of i the ore in Lot 8 could extend the [Lewis mine life by S5-7

“The
years with a potential 1.2M tons of recoverable geological reserves. i mrimed
underground. The life could be extended even longer (3-5) years if mined as it is now, as

an open pit.”
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There are clear altermatives to expanding this mine site. WY CO owns other economically
viable mine sites in Essex County which are not on the Forest Preserve. Oalk Iill, which
is already permitted, has 16-21 years of estimated life. Fox Hill with 5-7 years of

estimated lifc. is currently in the permitting process. There is no overwhelming reason to
exploit Lot 8 at this time when NY CO can move to the other sites without major impacts

on local employment.

The Adirondack Council’s support for recent Constitutional Amendments in 1995, 2007
and 2009 was based on the fact that all of those were needed to ensure public health and
safety for the Park’s communities. Those amendments were requested because there were
no viable alternatives. The amondments were carefully drafted to ensure they set no
precedents that would adversely affect other areas of the Forest Preserve. In each case,
the amendment resulted in an overwhelming benefit to the Forest Preserve, as well as to
the ecological integrity and wild character of the parik.

The Adirondack Council understands the importance of private sector employment
opportunitics in the Park. The employment generated by 5-7 years of open pit mining on

Lot 8 does not represent sustainable jobs in the long term, and should not be used as a
Justification to exploit the Adirondack Forest Preserve for short-term corporate gain.

Fox the above mentioned reasons, the Adirondacl Council oppeses this legislation.

The Adirondack Council is a member based not—for-profit organization dedicated to

ensuring the ecological integrity and wild character of the Adirondack Paric.

For more information contacts
Scott M. L-orey or Kevin IWMI. Chlad

assas
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From: Mark Behan <mark.behan@behancom.com>

To: jwtighe@gw.dec.state.ny.us

CC: rkdavies@gw.dec.state.ny.us; krhamm@gw.dec.state.ny.us; msgerstm@gw.dec....
Date: 6/10/2013 2:18 PM

Subject: Re: AFL-CIO Backs NYCO Land Exchange

Hi Rob, Marc, Julie, Chris and Ken - You may already be aware ... | just received a phone message that
the Adirondack Council has voted to support the NYCO land exchange amendment.

Thanks for all of your help. This is a huge plus.
Mark

Mark Behan
President

O: (518) 792-3856 ext. 112

Mark.Behan@behancom.com
www.behancommunications.com

The information contained in this message is Privileged and Confidential and intended only for use by the
individual named above. If you are not the intended recipient, or responsible for delivering this message
to the intended recipient, you are notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please delete it and notify me.
Thank you.

On Jun 10, 2013, at 9:58 AM, Julia Tighe wrote:

> |ts 625 of the LOB at 930.

> I'll be sending directions to buckley when I'm back at my desk.
>

> >>> Mark Behan <mark.behan@behancom.com> 6/10/2013 10:56:27 AM >>>
> Thanks Julie. Eager to hear.

>

> Do you have the time and location of the meeting tomorrow with Assembly Member Sweeney?
>

> Thanks

>

> Mark

>

> Mark Behan

> President

>

> 0: (518) 792-3856 ext. 112

>

> Mark.Behan@behancom.com

> www.behancommunications.com

>

>
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The mission of the ADIRONDACK COUNCIL is to ensure the ecological integrity
and wild character of the ADIRONDACK PARK.
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ANN E. CARMEL
Chair
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AARON WOOLF

ACTING EXECUTIVE

DIRECTOR
DIANE W. FISH

June 11, 2013

Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor

Executive Chamber, NYS Capitol
Albany, NY 12224

Honorable Dean Skelos

NYS Senate Republican Conference Leader
Room 330, NYS Capitol

Albany, NY 12247

Honorable Jeffrey Klein

NYS Senate Independent Democratic Conference Leader
Room 913 Legislative Office Building

Albany, NY 12247

Honorable Sheldon Silver

Speaker, NYS Assembly

Room 932 Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12248

RE: Constitutional Amendment for NYCO Minerals

Dear Governor Cuomo, Conference Leader Skelos, Conference Leader Klein, and
Speaker Silver:

I am writing regarding the Governor’s proposed Constitutional amendment which
would allow for a land exchange between the State of New York and NYCO
Minerals in the Adirondack Park, if second passage is completed and the State’s
voters approve this November.

Early this year the Adirondack Council presented to the state the attached list of
six criteria that our Board of Directors approved as considerations for assessing
land swap proposals in the Park. According to the criteria, without details on the
parcels proposed to be swapped from and into the Forest Preserve the Adirondack
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Council would not support the land swap, and by extension, would not support the constitutional
amendment.

The State has now embraced the Adirondack Council principles and considerations, and applied
and followed them. They have modified, expanded and detailed the proposed exchange as was
not previously done.

The Adirondack Council, having reviewed the detailed information received on six parcels of
land and 1,507 acres proposed as replacement for 200 acres to be transferred to NYCO, finds that
our six criteria are satisfied. The proposal provides benefits to the local community and the
Forest Preserve. With commitments that these lands are the minimum that will be protected if
voters approve NYCO and the transfer proceeds, the Council supports second passage. We will
work aggressively, if necessary, to ensure that enabling legislation guarantees protection of these
1,507 acres, including the parcels identified.

Thank you for this opportunity to update you on our position. Please do not hesitate to contact
me if you should have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

K /m a%%

Scott M. Lorey
Legislative Director





