
STATE Of NEW YORK
SUPREME COURT COUNTY Of ALBANY

In the Matter of the Application of

PROTECT THE ADIRONDACKS! INC.,

Plaintiff-Petitioner

for a Judgment Pursuant to Section 5 of
Article 14 of the New York State Constitution
and CPLR Article 78

-against-

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT Of
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
and ADIRONDACK PARK AGENCY,

Defendants-Respondents.

AFFIDAVIT OF
KEITH RIVERS

IndexNo. 2137-13
RJINo. 01-13-ST-4541

Hon. Gerald W. Connolly

State of New York
:ss.:

County of Lewis

Keith Rivers, being duly sworn, deposes and says:

1. I am currently employed as a Supervising Forester in the New York State Department

of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Region 6, located in Lowville, New York, since

September 27, 2012 and have been with the DEC since 1993. I received an Associate’s Degree

in Applied Science forest Technology from the Ranger School at the State University of New

York College of Environmental Science and forestry in 1992. Between 1992 and 1993, I

worked as Forestry Technician and Forester in the United States Forest Service’s Forest

Inventory and Analysis Program, conducting forest inventories in New York State. Between

October 1993 and November 1993, I worked for Ward Logging, Inc., a private logging company

in Jay, New York.
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2. In November 1993, 1 began working for DEC as a forestry Technician in the Bath

office (Region 8) and in November 1994, 1 moved to the Region 6 office in Lowville. As a

Forestry Technician, I was responsible for the management of various State reforestation lands,

which included conducting forestry inventories, management of recreational facilities, and the

development and implementation of Unit Management Plans (UMPs).

3. In November 2004, 1 became a Forester I in the DEC Region 6 office in Lowville. I

was responsible for development and implementation of UMPs on the Forest Preserve and lands

subject to conservation easements within Region 6 and other DEC regional areas. I was the lead

author on several UMPs, including Watson’s East Triangle Wild Forest, Raquette-Jordan Boreal

Primitive Area, and Moose River Plains Wild Forest, as well as several amendments to the

Independence River Wild Forest River Plains UMP.

4. In my current position, I am responsible for the Lands and forests programs within a

working group called the Lowville working circle. I am responsible for the administration and

management of all programs for DEC’s Division of Lands and Forests at the DEC Lowville

Region 6 sub-office. I oversee regulatory programs involving the forest Preserve, conservation

easements, state forests, and private lands services. My duties include reviewing UMPs for

state-owned lands, recreation management plans for private lands subject to State-owned

conservation easements, and approval of project specific work plans.

5. I have extensive experience in forest Preserve management including the planning

and construction of snowmobile trails. In 2000, 1 began drafting the UMP for the Moose River

Plains Wild Forest. As part of this task, I scouted the Seventh Lake Mountain Trail. I had

initially selected a route, out often alternatives, that went through the interior of the Moose River

Plains Wild Forest Unit, but after DEC implemented the Management Guidance: Snowmobile
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Trail Siting, Construction and Maintenance on Forest Preserve lands in the Adirondack Park,

(2009 Guidance), I revisited the search for a suitable route and relocated the route of the trail to

the periphery of the Moose River Plains Wild forest Unit. See R. Ex. 5, at (2011 Moose River

Plains Wild Forest UMP). In light of the 2009 Guidance, I also helped determine the

discontinuance of snowmobile access to 46.39 miles of trails in the interior of the Moose River

Plains Wild forest Unit. See Id. at 113-114.

6. I have read the allegations in the complaint/petition (Complaint) stating that the

construction of Class II trails violates the State Constitution, Article XIV, § 1, a substantial

amount of timber will be cut, the trails are not consistent with the wild forest nature of the

preserve, and the trails create a man-made setting. Complaint, ¶ 82. I submit this affidavit in

opposition to those allegations and in support of the State’s motion for summary judgment.

Mt. Tom East, North Crossover and Steam Sleigh Trails

7. In addition to the Moose River Plains Wild Forest UMP, I planned and led the

construction of reroutes of portions of the Steam Sleigh Trail in the Watson’s East Triangle Wild

Forest, and the Mt. Tom East and North Crossover Trails, both in the Independence River Wild

forest. Steam Sleigh and Mt. Tom Trails will be discussed in more depth below. North

Crossover Trail was constructed prior to 2012 which I understand to be outside the Court-

mandated timeframe of this case.

8. I am familiar with the Mt. Tom East trail and Steam Sleigh trail, having supervised

their construction. These projects relocated portions of existing snowmobile trails and were

undertaken in order to better protect natural resources.

9. Trail work was authorized for these trails pursuant to UMPs. UMPs are plans

developed by the DEC, in consultation with Adirondack Park Agency (APA) staff, and assess the
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natural and physical resources and outline plans for public recreational access within a unit of

land in the forest Preserve. See: Unit Management Plans, DEP’T ENvTL. C0NSERv.,

http:I/www.dcc.nv.gov/lands/4979.html (last visited August 1 9, 201 6).

10. The first step in constructing any trails is the development of a work plan. The 2009

Guidance sets forth the process for developing Class II trails. Work plans for such trails are

developed in consultation with APA staff and identify routes to be followed, areas where the

terrain requires manipulation to protect from erosion, trees to be cut, and bridges to be built.

Adjustments to the work plan are made through modification reports to address unforeseen

problems encountered while trails are being constructed.

11. The Steam Sleigh and Mt. Tom East trail projects eliminated long-standing

environmental impact issues by rerouting older, unsustainable trails away from water resources.

The work done on the Steam Sleigh Trail mitigated the impact of the former trail on wetlands.

Similarly, the goal of the work on Mt. Tom East Trai) was to protect water resources. Exhibit A

(Ex.) NYS0001 808). The previously used trails had water erosion problems due to their poor

location and illegal motor vehicle use. The creation of the rerouted trail segments protects water

resources and reroutes trails away from the scenic river corridor of the Independence River. Ex.

A (NYS00018O8).

Mt. Tom East Trail

12. The Mt. Tom East Trail is part of the Independence River Wild forest and its

construction was authorized by a 2011 amendment to a 1986 UMP. A total of 124 trees were cut

on the Mt. Tom East Trail, over 1.15 miles of trail on forest Preserve land.

13. Tree-cutting and other ground work on the Mt. Tom East Trail, located in Lewis

County, was initially conducted between August 1, 2013 and October 31, 2013. The purpose of
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the work was to relocate a portion of the existing trail, which had numerous water issues due to

poor trail location and previous illegal motor vehicle use. Ex. B (Mt. Tom East work plan dated

08/22/13, NYS000 1809). The reroute also moved the trail out of the Independence River scenic

river corridor. Id. The DEC trail crew cut 119 trees (.108 were 6” DBH or smaller) over

approximately 1.15 miles of trail. Ii Approximately 1.6 miles of the former trail was

subsequently closed for all uses,

14. The trail was constructed pursuant to the 2009 Guidance and I attempted to minimize

terrain modification “through careful trail layout to help design a trail that has the character of a

foot trail and can also serve as a safe and sustainable multiuse trail for all users.” Ex. 3 (Work

plan, at NY$000 1209).

15. The trail was constructed to a nine-foot trail tread width and overhead pruning of

trees was completed to a height of 12 feet. Ex. B (Work Plan, at NY$0001 810). There were no

curves on this portion of the trail that required construction of the trail tread beyond nine feet; a

single, 1 50-foot bench cut was completed to ensure proper drainage.

16. The trail also required the construction of two bridges, 30 feet long and 40 feet long,

respectively, to span two branches of the same stream. Ex. B (Work Plan, at NY$0001810).

Due to terrain constraints, the only viable crossing point required crossing the stream at a point

where it was braided into two separate stream courses. Any attempt to cross where the stream

was a single channel would have required extensive bench-cutting, rock removal, and tree

cutting.

17. In 2015, an additional five trees along the edge of the trail were cut as part of routine

maintenance, bringing the total number of trees cut to 124. Ex. C (October 2, 2015 work plan

[NY$0006680-NYS0006684)).
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Steam Sleigh Trail

1$. The Steam Sleigh Trail is located in the Watson’s East Triangle Wild Forest and its

construction was authorized by a UMP approved in 2010. Tree-cutting and other ground work

for the Steam Sleigh Trail near Long Pond Road, in the Town of Croghan, Lewis County, was

completed between June 1, 2013 and September 30, 2013. A total of 43 trees were cut over 745

feet of trail.

19. This project was a minor reroute of an existing trail that had been severely damaged

by ATV use. Specifically, the trail work involved relocation of approximately 745 feet of

existing trail to mitigate wetland impacts. Ex. D (Work Plan, dated 12/10/12) (NYS)))4940-

4943). The trail was constructed to a nine-foot trail tread width and required 33 trees to be cut

(32 trees were 6” DBH or less). id. In 2015, an additional 10 trees (all less than 6”DBH) were

cut because they were being bit by trail grooming equipment; I determined that the removal of

these 10 trees would not increase the width of the trail beyond nine feet. Ex. E (Application of

Routine Maintenance Project, dated 9/28/15 NY50006685-NY$0006689). Therefore, the total

number of trees cut on the Steam Sleigh Trail was 43.

20. The construction of Steam Sleigh Trail also required the construction of one 12-foot

long bridge to span a small drainage area. Although the bridge was not in a wetland, DEC

obtained an APA wetlands permit because the drainage area was connected to a nearby wetland.

Ex. F (NYS000I845-6).

21. As noted in the Independence River Wild Forest (IRWF) UMP, relocation of trails is

sometimes required because of illegal ATV use, due to the original trail location being a poor

choice, and due to changing drainage patterns caused by beavers. R. Ex. 57(d) at 6. The Steam

Sleigh Trail work was necessary to provide a safe, sustainable snowmobile route which avoided
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impacting drainage issues created by ATV use while the land was under private ownership. The

new route is located slightly uphill and allows for proper drainage of water off of the trail tread.

Ex. F (NYS0001846).

Burning Creek, lovn Line Road and Catspaw Lake Spur Trails

Burning Creek Trail

22. The complaint alleges that the Burning Creek trail in the Watson’s East Triangle Wild

Forest (WETWf) is a Class II trail. Complaint 69 (g). The Burning Creek trail was proposed

and approved in a 2010 UMP, as a Class II trail. However, it has not been constructed. A good

portion of the trail is located on the adjoining Oswegatchie Conservation Easement and trail

construction is awaiting approval of the recreation management plan for that property. Once the

recreation management plan is approved, a work plan will be developed for construction of the

entire trail. The entire length of the proposed trail section within the WETWF follows an old

road that was closed to motor vehicles in the 2010 UMP. Therefore, it is expected that minimal

tree cutting will be required to establish the new trail.

Town Line Road Cutoff Trail

23. This trail was added as a new Class II trail in the 2011 Amendment to the 1RWf

UMP. It was added as a designated snowmobile trail to allow snowmobiles to avoid

approximately one mile of plowed road. The route follows an old road that leads across forest

Preserve and on to adjoining State Forest lands. No trees were cut in order to open this route. It

was designated as a Class II trail as it is part of the main connection between the Adirondacks

and the Tug Hill area to the west.

Catspaw Lake Spur Trail
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24. This short section of trail was added as a Class II trail in the 2011 Amendment to the

IRWF UMP. It was designated as a Class II trail in order to provide a groomed route into the

Brantingham Lake area. This spur provides access to amenities such as gas and food not

available on the existing Community Connector route. As this route is on an old woods road no

trees were cut to open it.

Keith Rivers

Sworn to before me this 19 day

of August, 2016

____

Notary Public

Scofl M. Glenn
Notary Public State of New York

01 GL61 81904
Qualified of Lewis County

Commission Expires O3-24-20
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KEITH RIVERS AFFIDAVIT EXHIBIT LIST

Exhibit A: Mt. Tom Snowmobile Trail checklist
(NYS00018O8)

Exhibit B: Mt. Tom East trail work plan dated 8/22/13
(NYS00018O9-NYS0000 1813)

Exhibit C: Mt. Tom East trail work plan dated 10/2/15
(NYS0006680-NYS0006684)

Exhibit B: Steam Sleigh Trail work plan dated 12/10/12
(NYS0004940-NY50004943)

Exhibit E: Steam Sleigh Application for Routine Maintenance Project dated
9/28/15 (NY50006685-NYS0006689)

Exhibit F: DEC Request to Work
(NYS0001845-NYS0001846)



EXHIBIT A



Program Supervisor

Regional Operations

(pj,,LNt)

L tL tq
Snpen’isor . -. ..

4 j

REGULATORY CLEARANCE CHECKLiST Project:
Trail;

REQUIRED
I’ROG RAM fl RMIT SLCLRED B\ ( OMMENTS

YES/NO?

Combustion install NO

tit Rnources fxF4us1 & Vcnt Sys NO - -

Restdeted Burning NO_
-- .. ....

—— -

.... ..... ....NQ
..

L’ Freshwater Wetlands. NO
Prntetitnn of Waters NO

Wildlife £nd Sptets .a........ .. - - :: -: ——

WSR Rivers NO .

Lands &
Forests

ProleUed Native Plants NO

CP-l 7 YES

Compliante
Services

Unit Ma Plan YES

I tee C utUng flS K Rjvet Attathed as part Qf vLorlc pJei_______
K Rn€x None aec.,crthna to \YSIIW

SEOR NO

K. Rivers . Attached

Water Ous,Ittt C ea

MrneralRes ii NO
..

- ..

K. Ritem UMP RmendmetiAhi

NO

- ......

•1
Solid/tin Mat ...Siid ¾aste MQt NO -- -

. ..CpasWl Erosion NQ_. ._ - - ..._ --

Water fl1ftf!di.&SIw... -, .. .........

,. coimtrnr)4_ N0

[ Public WttzSupn& NO
--- SPPES ._.flQ .. . —.—__—

Spflls çhçalj3._ NO
- ——__________

....M.aaa%#ment Petroleum Bulk . ......JO
..

Contrnct Clearance NOOtherDEC - ---.___

... DOD .hxemnton
.... ..,

-- $svldrnaltnm NO — ——
- —

. l.:QC4iPCflflitS ._....J1.Q
—.---

APA MOU YE-S — K Rnem jSnomo trail vorkjilan attached
AP\ Wetlands - ‘f S K Rivcrc - - 0n I permit attached -

c orps of bnumeer% O_ K Ru ers -- I cttcr of non pmduction ?AJ 4..tkj S
Outside lfl( fatmtnts Owner , \O

-

..B.rnsc.2IL NO - - . ...

Wastewater ..

..._ ... .

Hts1qri — N0 K. Riven Nonc, accordun.g to Historic Pn2senutIon
. Asbestos N9 ._ ..

-— ... -
.. &dJ) sric NQ__.. ....

4$
flflhrC)

___

i)Mc

j ,4 ‘l
‘Pum Nimt;g 1f’ t$4’J4’tt sTe;ft< t’ft,t

Oste.
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EXHIBIT B



New York 5te Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Lands and Forests

ADIRONDACK PARK SNOWMOBILE TRAIL PROJECT WORK PLAN

QfflQfi: 1.OWVLLE TRJULCLASS: II JfflT NAWE{J Independence River iW

OECEORESTER KEItH RtvER P1.SEA.PPsK’AUQNJ-1Q-13

APAcONTACT Psp! jf1j3f Linck ATE OFAFACONTSCt UMP-2013, site vsit 5/13

Pc5JEQr NAME; Mt. TOM EAST TRAIL REROUW

kccsuc!tMf€!QEQTjSjj Mi. Tot EAS’r ThAn.

lb cM%I.LNAt4 Appnovcn UMPiUMP/4pJw4gN’I:; YES

OESCRFT]Q.fOECflS;
Where-this project is a relocatioii of a portion of the Mt Tom East Snowmobile traiL Thu project was
approsed In a UMP Lunenurntm in N)] I I hi.. txnting rontc ha numctmm ikr issuec due to pour trail
location and previous damuMe caused by illegal motor vehicle use. The new route vill not only protect water
resources hut will also move the trail out ol’ tie scenic river corridor of the Independence River. The reroute
will he appro>dmatel.y one mik in length and will require Iwo bridges.

‘1 441) at . ht protct cork phn %dl cuu brushing In. c . titling it ii am rnedifitation and bndbt ronstruebor
The core objective of the. 2009 Snowmobile Irail Management Guidance is to achieve a balance of tree
tuttmg rock rsnoa1 and tinain moddu mon I lus i’ a&.hiesed through ‘. nelul tonI la€out t’t bclp dtsujn a
trail that. has the character of a ibot trail: and can also serve as a sak and sustainable nagltiijse trail fbi all
users. Elakmce is achieved through detailed consideration of micro scettons of the trail durIo.g the initial
layout and is further enhanced by a4justing the plan as necessary alier each piece is constructed.
Snowmobile I ‘-at! V ork Proitci p1n Mndihcation Reports sin II be sub;nittcd to dot UItKflt suth tisiments
‘these reports serve as work plan amendments, or updates. sutject to the same approval as the original work
plan. ‘Ibe hihial work plan and any subsequent modilication reports are pulled together in a fInal
documentation of the project.
i) Tree cutting- See tally below. The 119 trees to be cut arc marked with orange tree marking paint. Stumps

will be cut flush with the gmund. Trees will he dispersed oIl’ the trail.

____

Total trees to be cut 119

REGIOiL 6

ia 1d spruce Red maple Sugar maple Yellow birch
DBB Beech

Y’ 33 2 1 15
4’ 6 1 3 1 16-

—

:r I
%“ 5 2“jr ..

r” I
]0i 1
12” 1
c.. I I_____

7 3 44

NYS000I 809



b) Brushing and Pnining Brush wiN be cleared to a width of . feel and ovahead pnmirig to St height of
2 Ièet. Branches will be pruned with proper pnmirig techniques to avoid any branch stubs and in a&w
tree to heal properly Small brush thaI hangs into the tmi{ width from beyond 9 feet can be cut at the base
instead ofereating hedge” cuts. i’heit are no steep slopes on this route that would require a trail width
greater than 9 fret. Thcre is one sharp curve where the trail width may be extended lo up o 1% feet in
width.

t) Rock RcmovaI No rocks have been identilled for re1nosa1. under this work plan. Any }SSUL’S with
rocks that become apparent after the corridor is brushed out or after initial use, will he addressed through
a owmohi1e ‘Work Project Plan Modification Report.

ci) Drainage I)evItes ibrough pmpc.r layout Uic trej j.. designed. to avoid or minimize deeioped
drainage thvices. i)ue to favenihie terrain characteristics the need for drainage devices is minimal in the
segment oftra1 Idei.itified in this woik piwi. No drainage devices have been identified as necessary under
thi% work plan ttt that require draitiage ma hetorne apparcrit aflcr t& ouidor n brushed ow after
initial use. If necessary hi the future. drainage devices will he addressed through a Sncwmobile Work
Project Plan Modification Report.

e Terrain Modification- 1.’he ability to modify terrain can. assist in balancing the need thr tree cutting
and rock removal. ‘Fhe goal of temilil modilication is not to provide .a flat. smooth trail trcad hut to avoid
the need for additional tree cutting associated with addItioiwi trail length needed in avoid topography or
unsafe conditions. For this trail a I 50 foot section wIll need to have a side bill bench cut. i’his will allow a
sweeping uphill cur* to not pitch too extremely to the outside of the curve. The construction of this
beah cut will be directly suptn rsr.d by I mds and I Ore%t %t411 to tTisurt it contoinm to the Suuwmob&
trail Management Guidance,

I) ‘i’rail Markers and Signs- This trail will be marked with DEC Snowmobile Trail markers. i)ireeUonai
sisnage will be used where needed but kept to a mmnnurn.

g) ‘frail rehabilitatIon any rehabilitation work necessary will be pertbrmed by the work crews as they
make their way out of the work. area

It) Bridges -Two bridges will be used to span two forks of a small stream, Topography prevents crossing
the stream with a single crossing. On August 13. 2012 the Agency issued a wetlands permIt lbr the stream
crossings Ihe hride4.S wiN be tonstruttd t) maimamn a minimum of eightcn indits of cleantace ahon
ik ground I hi. hndgcs will be Iwehi. ket mr width and will utilize wooden polts br stringers No
guiderails will be required. The bridge will be constructed. according, to the attached bridge plans (entitled
torest Preserve Snowmobile Bridge”).

3) Why-. This work is being undertaken to wroute an existing community connector trail that has numerous
water issues. Additionally, the existin route is within ‘the scenic river corridor for the independence River.
The reroute location is outside of the corrIdor.

4 how- This project wilt be done by DEC Operations crews and possIbly assisted by a local snowmobile club
under an \ANR an meat Die primary too1 br thc rae cuflme and brushing will he hainsaws Opt ratort
will follow all of DEC’s rules ibr safr ehainsaw operation.. including wearing safety chaps or pants and
hardhats with eye and ear protection. Clearing saws will he used for brushing work. as needed. Additionally
loppers. pole saws and power pruners may be used to accomplish the cutting.

a small tracked excavator will he utilized to complete the 130 section of bench cutting and to set the bridge
stringer poles these ‘asks tan he pcrlonrk.d more neath and cffiucr’th with a rnathme than a trail tVt’W
1-land work will be done in eomhmauon with the machine as the fine dressing of eaeh feature is best done by

NYS000181O



• band. As indicated in ilie minimum tool discussion below, this will be done to minimize impacts white
having direct. DEC o:vcr&ghi.

.MM.J2qL;BqViREMNTPt$C$$iPN.
A small tracked excavator will be used to create a 150 Ibot long bench cut and to set bridge poles onto

abutments, %wheeled ATVs will be used to move bridge poles to the brIdge locations. Motorizea
equipment will not be used to transport staff to and from site.

MAIERIALS: All bridges wIll be constructed of ACt) treated wooden poles and lumber.

1qjEQUIPMENT 1EQWREp; Tracked excavator, sb-wheeier, chain saw, generator for drills.

‘\PA $wLc!cf±s: :t.jt ttr. o4.rt”•J

AR WEn.Ar4osNvOLvEn?; YES ,APAwETLP,Nos PERMIT iSSUED 6/12
.Ee!%EQVtP; USACE approved 1117113

tUMTQ.3iRUNGPAiE: 7113 Esiwto Q$MPLJIQtME; 9113

Approvals
‘i%pproveo

“ I
‘

13
tAPA Contact bsgnaturo) Date

‘Approved
-

-

(DEC Forestet/P nner Sgrnkire) Date
>cppruvLd

tRna F orester ‘%pte’ Sahvc bigralure) Date

£LZ rç ;wriit.’
_...J #li&i,

•:i 3

4

R5SON 6 wwviuj

NYS0001811



NYS0001812

‘Torn5pIQ.e

l5Ofootsection rm
requiring bench
cut

teg*nd
•• bridg&pct.ions /

Iaa$ .tewpiie

— ExisttngSnowrnobileTrad

DEC Lands
a



Tree cuf.ting list for Mt. Last Trail Reroute.

Species Red Red Sugar Yellow
DBH spruce rnapk.rnapk Bee
:r 33

1 .. . 15

4 1.. 3..: 1 16
1

..3 I .) . 4,

6’ 5 7
W’ 2 3

‘ 1O’____ .1
‘____________

. I . . . .. . ..

14 1
Total . . 48 . 17 7 3 44.

Totaltreesiobe:cut-. Q

NYS00018I3
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EXHIBIT C



NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

DMsion of Lands & Forests. Region 6
7327 State Route 812. Lowv;lle, NY 13367
P: (315) 376-35211 F: (315) 376-8059
www.dec.ny.gov

MEMORANDUM

To: Dale Gass, Doug Kirkbride

From: MattNowak

Date: October 2, 2015

Subject: Work Plan for Mt. Tom East Tree Culling

Attached is a work plan for cutting several edge trees along the Mt. Tom East Trail in the
Independence River Wild Forest.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

ec: Keith Rivers, Dave Smith, Lt. Nowalk, Mike Hubschmitt, Pat Lyng, Brent Planty,
Megan Buell

,..fNEWYORK Department of
Environmental
Conservation

NYS0006680



FUNDING SOURCE:

(R&I, State Purpose, etc.)

COST CENTER:

OBJECT CODE:

T&ACODE:

DATE REQUESTED:

October 2, 201 5

PRIORITY:

(Routine, Low, High, Emergency)

Routine

IF NON RE-OCCURRING WORK:

ACTION REQUESTED:

OPERATIONS USE ONLY:

WORK ORDER #:

(to be filled in when entering into database)

FACILITY CODE:

TASK NUMBER:

Template updated on: 2/27/08

FACILITY NAME:

NYS DEC - DIVISION OF OPERATIONS
REQUEST FOR WORK

(MMS)

Independence River Wild Forest

INFRASTRUCTURE ITEM I BUILDING:

Mt. Tom East

PROGRAM REQUESTING WORK:

Lands and forests

NAME OF REQUESTER & PHONE #:

MattNowak

DATE WORK NEEDS TO BE COMPLETED:

Before Snowmobile Season

FOR RE-OCCURRING WORK:

FREQUENCY: (daily, weekly, monthly)

N/A

SUGGESTED TIME FRAME

START:

END:

Cut 5 edge trees along the Mt. Tom East Trail. Trees should be cut flush to the ground, felled away from the trail where possible,

left scattered near the trail, and not utilized in any way. Trees are marked with blue paint and include:

- Maple($”DBH)
- Birch (7” DBH)
- Beech (4”, 4”, and 6” DBH)
- 18 saplings <3” DBH (also marked with blue paint)

OPERATIONS WORK LOCATION:

(shop location that will be performing work)

ASSIGNED TO CREW CHIEF:

NYS0006681



REGULATORY CLEARANCE CHECKLIST Project: Mt Tom East Trees/IRWf

PROGRAM PERMIT SECURED BY COMMENTS

Combustion Install. NO

Air Resources Exhaust & Vent Sys. NO
Restricted Burning NO

Incinerator NO
Freshwater Wetlands NO

Fish & Wildlife Protection of Waters NO
Endangered Species NO

WSR Rivers NO
Protected Native Plants NO

Lands & Tree Cutting YES M. Nowak LF 91-2 Attached
Forests CP-17 NO

Unit Mgt. Plan YES K. Rivers Trail is designated Class 11 in IRWF UMP

Mineral Res Mining NO

Compliance SEOR YES K. Rivers Completed under UMP

Serviccs EIS NO
Water Ouptity Cert. NO

Sotid/Haz Mat Solid Waste Mgt. NO
Coastal Erosion - NO

Dam Safety Review NO
Water Const. in flood NO

Public Water Supply NO
SPDES NO

Spills Chemical Bulk NO
Management Petroleum Bulk NO

Contract Clearance NO
Other DEC DOB Exemption NO

Building Permit NO
Local Permits NO
APA MOU YES M. Nowak Consistent with Class It truils& UMP

APA Wetlands NO
Corps, of Engineers NO

Outside DEC Easements Owner NO
Hwy Entrance DOT NO

Wastewater NO
Historic NO
Asbestos NO

Agri District NO

Regional Permit
Administrator (Print Name)

_______________________

(signature)

_____________________________

Date:

__________

Prom Supervisor (Print Name)1 (signatur’ Date:

_________

Regional Operations
Supervisor

(Print
Nwne)

__________________________

(signature)

_________________________________

Date:

____________

NYS0006682



Application for Routine Maintenance Project
L&F Polic 91-2 - Iree C’utUn in th Fwest Preserve

RECUON; (,

AP?LICANTNAME. Matttiew Nowtk

ADDRESS 727 State Rcuc X2 LowvLle NY 13.367

PROJECT /:

DATE OF APPLICAIYON: October 2. 201

Cf I HFR (‘ONI’AC f PERSON: Keith Rivers

I OCATTON OF PROJICT: Mt Torn East 1il (1[ldepcrtdcnce Rer WUd forest)

DFSëRIPTION Of ?ROiFCT Miimenartce of;he Mi Tom East Trail (Class 11 ‘Irail in IRWF
UMP ArnendnictW 1U] 1 to a max;mu1t width i’9 feet, consistent with Dpartimnt
Managctwnt (iudance: Snowinhile Trail tng Conuueiicn and Maitnenance ci: Forest
Preserve Lnnds in the Adirondck Park wifl take plaec. pursuant to a work p1 an Five edge [ree
along the trail hc been marked with hi tic paintS They inc]ide an X” Map]e. r Fiirch, (“ ticech,
and io 4’ Beeei iree (EDBH. Trcs wilt he tëlled away from the trail where possbte, lefi
cmered near the trail, and rot uti!i7ed in any

WhO IS TO DO tHE WORK: DIC Operations

ES1 EMA’IED STARTING DATE: October 5. 20)5

PS1IMATED COMP.ETION DATE: Oiober 16. 2015

APPIICANT StG\A1URE.: if

00000000000000000QO 005()00000000C)0000Q000000000000

PROJECT ACIIt)N:
APrRt)VFD:

_______

DISAPP C)VEI):

_____

RIGft)NAL FORESTER SIGNATL1RIE
. t)ATF2

REMARKS:
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Mt. Tom East Location

t Tom Rd
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New York State Department of Environmental Consetvation
Division of Lands and Forests

ADIRONDACK PARK SNOWMOBILE TRAIL PROJECT WORK PLAN

RøtON: 6 OFFIcE: L0VNILLE TRAIL CLASS: 11 UNIT NAME(S): Watson’s East
Thangic WF

DEC FOREsTER: KEITh RIvERs DATE OF APPLICATION: 12-10-12

ARAGONmCT PERSOI’t. Kathy Regan fWc{’ L.’ w’ P%W.PFAPA CONTACT: UMP-2010, site visit 11/2011

PoJEcT NAME: STEAM SLEIGH TRAIL REROUTE

Lc&J]QLPt PROJECT(S): Sm,cM SLEIG1’I SNOWMOBILE TRAIL

TRAIL PRoJECT IN AN APPROVED UMP1U1P AMENDMENT: YES

CRI’TlON OF PROJECT(S): This project is a relocation of a portion of the Steam SleIgh SnowmobIle trail that
was severely damaged by ATV use. The damaged occurred when the lands were in private ownership as well as
in the first several years following State acquisition. increased enforcement actions combined with educational
eflbrts have resulted in a significant reduction of illegal ATV use of the trail. Due to the original trail’s poor
location, a reroute around the most heavily damaged section was proposed in the UMP thr this area. The reroute
will be approximately 745 feet in length and ‘4111 require one twenty-four foot long bridge. 1’he trail will be a
maximum of nine feet in width, A total of 33 trees, less than r dbh, will, need to be cut for the reroute (5CC
attached list). Two rocks within the trail will need to he either removed or covered the latter being the most
desirable. No additional drainage structures are required 11w this trail segment.

The bridge will be used to span a small drainage between the existing trail and. an adjoining wetland. On a
November 2. 2011 site visit, Agency staff indicated that the bridge location was not within a wetland but an
Agurcy permit would he required as the drainage was connected to a nearby wetland. The bridge will be
constructed to span the entire drainage area and will be a minimum of eighteen inches above the ground. The
bridge will he twelve ‘feet in width and will utilize wooden poles for stringers. No guiderails will be required. ‘The
bridge will he constructed. according to the torest Preserve Snowmobile Bridge”.

MINIMUM TOOL REQUIREMENT DISCUSSION: A small tracked mini-excavator ‘Mll be used to bring poles to site and
to set them onto abutments. Motorized equipment will not be used to transport staff to and from site. lf poles can
be moved during winter months they will be brought to site using grooming equipment.

.ATERL&S: See attached bridge material list.

Tracked excavator, six-wheeler AR’. chain saw., generator for drills.

APA STAFF COMMENTS:

ARE WETLANDS INVOLVED? YES. WETLANDS PERMIT 2011-206 ISSUED 12/15/11

APPROVALS REbUIRE’ USAtE-. approved 7123112. need final approval from CO

TIMATED STARTING DATE: Summer 2013 MO.CPMPIrETIQN.PATh Summer 2013

NYS0004940



./ .... Approvals . :

Apptve
)enie..

Signatur) Date

flpproved - —- —

‘ (DEC roresterlPlannerS4nature) Date

j Approved
fl Denied

. (Regona[ Forester or. ReprenUtVve Signature) Date

Lrct i3L

JAN11 21)13
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REGULATORY CLEARANCE CHECKUST - FOREST PRESERVE PROJECTS

REQUIRED SECURED BY

PROGRAM
PERMITIAPPROVAL (NAME) COMMENTS

Yes No

Air Recoui’es Restricted Burning X

Mineral Resaurcos Mining X

&kiJHazar*us Materials Solid Waste MgI. Fac. I X

Dam Safety Review X

Water Consi. in Flood Hazard X

Public Waler Supply X -

..,.

-- SPOES X

Spills Management Petro, Sulk Storage — X

Unit Management Plan x Keith RR.’ers UMP approved 2010

Lands and Forests
- Tree Cutting x Keith RIvers Attached as pan of work plan

Protected Natt,e Plants X Keith Rivers None according to NYSNHP

Historic Preservation x Keith Rivers None

Freshwater Wetlanos X
Fish end Wildlife --

Wilt Scenic & Rec. River

Other Protection of Waters X

SAP x Keith Rivers 2010 UMP

Compliance Services
Negative Dedaration Keith Rivers 2010 UMP

Env. impact Statement X

Water Quality Ceo. x Keith Rivers Attauned

—

Keith Ri era Prior to beginning project

Flight Request X
i Other DEC

Contract Clearance Sh.
- I

DOS Exemption

: APAMOU X

APA Wetlands Permit Keith Rivers Attached

Outside DEC - -

Corps. of Engineers Keith Rivers Attached

Building Permits X

Locai Permits X

Easements X r

tL’hL

fráic-fl?“j C
Highwa1 Enter DOT U -—

—I

Wastewater Disposal X . ,.

--

. - Z j 1iJ4± -

REGIOfl &LOWV{Lt5
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Steam Sleigh Trail Relocation Tree Cutting

The following chart. snows irees needed to he cur to construct a nine (9) foot wide trail.

iMsprtn.c! Yellow b reh tnap’ lack
1-4” 5-3” .4.4”

5-4” 4-6” 2-4”
1-5” 1—6”

Gray birch Pin. cherry
%4” 14”

1-7”

mtai trees to cut- 33

NYS0004943
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

DMsion of Lands & Forests. Region 6
7327 Stite Route 812. Lowvilie, NY 13367
P: (315) 376-3521 I F: (315) 376-8059
www.Uec.ny.gov

MEMORANDUM

To: Dale Gass, Doug Kirkbride

From: Keith Rivers

Date: September 28, 2015

Subject: Work Plan for Steam Sleigh Snowmobile Trail improvements on
WETWF

Attached is a work plan for cutting 10 trees on the Steam Sleigh Trail in the WETWF. As
this work is routine maintenance, this work plan does not need to be elevated to Pat Lyng.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

ec: Keith Rivers, Dave Smith, Lt. Nowalk, John Scanlon, Pat Lyng, Brent Planty, Megan Buell,
Matt Nowak

NEW YORK Department of

oItuNll’,

Environmental
Conservation

NYS0006685



NYS DEC - DIVISION OF OPERATIONS
REQUEST FOR WORK

(MMS)

FACILITY NAME:

WETWF

INFRASTRUCTURE ITEM I BUILDING:

Steam Sleigh Snowmobile Trail

PROGRAM REQUESTING WORK:

Lands & forests

NAME OF REQUESTER & PHONE #:

Keith Rivers (315) 376-3521

FUNDING SOURCE:

( R&I, State Purpose, etc. )
COST CENTER:

OBJECT CODE:

T&ACODE:

DATE REQUESTED:

September28, 2015

PRIORITY:

(Routine, Low, High, Emergency)

Routine

IF NON RE-OCCURRING WORK:

START:

END:

ACTION REQUESTED:

OPERATIONS USE ONLY:

WORK ORDER #:

(to be filled in when entering into database)

FACILITY CODE:

TASK NUMBER:

Template updated on: 2/27/08

OPERATIONS WORK LOCATION:

(shop location that will be performing work)

DATE WORK NEEDS TO BE COMPLETED:

FOR RE-OCCURRING WORK:

FREQUENCY: (daily, weekly, monthly)

SUGGESTED TIME FRAME

Cut 10 trees along trail between old route and new bridge. Trees are marked with orange paint and
include the following:

yellow birch- 3@ 3”, 1 4” dbh; red maple- 3@ 4”, 1 6”dbh; black cherry- 2@ 4” dbh;

ASSIGNED TO CREW CHIEF:

NYS0006686



REGULATORY CLEARANCE CHECKLIST Project:__Steam Sleigh Trail/WETWF

PROGRAM PERMIT SECURED BY COMMENTS

Combustion Install. NO

. Exhaust & Vent Sys. NO
Air Resources . . —-

Restricted Burning NO

Incinerator NO

Freshwater Wetlands NO

. . Protection of Waters NO
Fish & Wildlife

Endangered Species NO

WSR Rivers NO

Protected Native Plants NO

Lands & Tree Cutting NO

forests CP-17 NO

YES K. Rivers

Mineral Res Mining NO

cmlian SEOR NO
O ce

EIS____ NO
Services - -

Water Quality Cert. NO

$olidlllaz Mat Solid Waste Mgt. NO

Coastal Erosion NO

Dam Safety Review NO

Water Const. in flood NO

Public Water Supply NO

SPDES NO

Spills Chemical Bulk NO

Management Petroleum Bulk NO

Contract Clearance NO

Other DEC DOB Exemption NO

Building Permit NO —___________

Local Permits NO

APAMOU NO

APA Wetlands NO

Corps. of Engineers NO

0 t&de DEC
Easements Owner NO

U
Hwy Entrance DOT NO

Wastewater NO

NO

Asbestos NO

_ Agri District NO —

Regional Permit

Administrator (Print Name)

________________________

(signature)

_______________________________

Date:

____

____

Program Supervisor (Print Name), j__ (ii,mturl—

___________________________________ ___________

Regional Operations

Supervisor (Print Name)

___________________

(signature)

_______________________________

Date:

NYS0006687



Application for Routine Maintenance Project
L&f Policy 91-2 - Tree Cutting in the forest Preserve

REGION: 6

APPLICANT NAME: Keith Rivers, Acting Supervising forester

ADDRESS: 7327 State Route 812, Lowvifle, NY 13367

PROJECT #:

DATE Of APPLICATION; September 28, 2015

OTHER CONTACT PERSON:

LOCATION OF PROJECT: WETWf. Steam Sleigh trail

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Cut 10 live trees along Steam Sleigh Trail, a designated Class
11 snowmobile trail, that are marked with orange paint. Marked trees are being hit by trail
grooming equipment. Removal will not increase width of trail beyond 9 feet. Trees include
yellow birch- @ 3” dbh, I @ 4” dbh; red maple- @ 4” i@ 6”dbh; black cherry- 2@ 4” dbh.

WHO 1510 DO THE WORK: NYSI)EC Operations

ESTIMATED STARTING DATE: ASAP

ESTIMATED COMPLETION DATE: ASAP

APPLICANT SIGNATURE:

0000000000000Q00000000000000000000000000000000000000

PROJECT ACTJON:
APPROVED:

______

DISAPP OV D

______

REGiONAL FORESTER SiGNATURE J)A)1J?iATE: 7/h5
REMARKS:

NYS0006688
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NYS DEC - DIVISION OF OPERATIONS
REQUEST FOR WORK

(MMS)

FACILITY NAME:

INFRASTRUCTURE ITEM / BUILDING:

Steam Sleigh Snowmobile Trail

PROGRAM REQUESTING WORK:

Lands and Forests

NAME OF REQUESTER & PHONE #:

Rivers (315) 376-3521

FUNDING SOURCE:
(R&I, State Purpose, Etc.)

COST CENTER:

OBJECT CODE:

T&ACODE:

DATE REQUESTED:

September 28, 2012

PRIORITY: (Routine, Low, High, Emergency)

Routine

IF NON RE-OCCURRING WORK:
DATE WORK NEEDS TO BE COMPLETED:
9-30-13

FOR RE-OCCURRING WORK:
FREQUENCY: (Daily, Weekly, Monthly)

SUGGESTED TIME FRAME
START:

END:

AfllflN RFflLJFSTFITh

OPERATINS USE ONLY:
WORK ORDER #:

(to be filled in when entering into database)
OPERATIONS WORK LOCATION:

(shop location that will be oerformina work)

Recreational Trail Grant

This project is a relocation of a portion of the Steam Sleigh Snowmobile trail that was severely damaged by AW use. The reroute will
be approximately 745 feet in length and will require one twenty four foot long bridge. The bridge will be used to span a small
drainage between the existing trail and an adjoining wetland. On a November 2, 2011 site visit, Agency staff indicated that the
bridge location was not within a wetland but an Agency permit (attached) would be required as the drainage was connected to a
nearby wetland. The bridge will be constructed to span the entire drainage area and will be a minimum of eighteen inches above the
ground. The bridge will be twelve feet in width and will utilize wooden poles for stringers. No guiderails will be required. The bridge
will be constructed according to the attached bridge plans (entitled “Forest Preserve Snowmobile Bridge”).
Work on this project will be done by NYSDEC Operations staff under the supervision of Lands and Forests staff.

I I
FACILITY CODE:

TASK NUMBER:

UPDATED 01-07-11 BHR

I I
I I

ASSIGNED TO CREW CHIEF:

NYS000I 845



New York State Department of Environmentai Conservation
DMsion of Lands and Forests

ADIRONDACK PARK SNOWMOffiLE TRAIL PROJECT WORK PLAN

OFFICE: LOvMLLE TRAIL CLASS: II $IItw();. Watsons East
Trange WF

DEC FoREsTER KEITH Riw DATEOF APPUCAT1ON: 12-10-12

•RA CoNTAcT PERsoN Kathy Began fwc L V4t DATE OF APA CONTACT: UMP-201O, &te visft 11/2011

PROJECT NAME: STEAM SLaGH TRAIL REROUTE

LOCATION OF PRoJEcTj)j SmJ\M SLEIGH SNOwMoBILE TRAIL

TRAIL PROJECT IN AN APPROVED UMP/UMP AMENDMENT: YES

QjscRIPijgNoF PRoJEcT(Sj This project is a relocation of a portion of the Steam Sleigh Snowmobile trail that
was severely damaged by iV use. The damaged occurred when the lands were in private ownership as well as
in the first several years thllowing State acquisition. Increased enforcement actions combined with educational
elkrts have resulted in a significant reduction of illegal ATV use of the trail. Due to the. original trail’s poor
location, a reroute around the most heavily damaged section was proposed in the UMP for this area. The reroute
will be approximately 745 feet in length and will require one twenty-four ibot long: bridge. The trail will be a
rnaximuni of nine feet in width. A total of 33 trees. less than T’ dhh6 will need to be cut for the reroute see
attached list). Two rocks within the trail will need to be either removed or covered, the latter being the most
desirable. No additional drainage structures are required for this trail segment.

The bridge will be used to span a small drainage between the existing trail and. an adjoining wetland.. On a
November 2. 2011 site visit. Agency staff indicated that the bridge location was not within a wetland hut an
Agency permit would he required as the drainage was connected to a nearby wetland, The bridge will be
constructed to span the entire drainage area and will be a. minimum of eiglneen inches above the ground. The
hride will he twelve feet in width and will utilize wooden poles for stringers. No guiderails will he required. ‘[he
bridge will he constructed according to the “Forest Preserve Snowmobile Bridge”.

MINIMUM TOOL REQUIREMENT DISCUSSION: A small tracked minI-excavator will be used to bring poles to site and
to set them onto abutments. Motorized equipment will not be used to transport staff to and from site. If poles can
he moved during winter months they will be brought to site using grooming equipment.

..ATftt: See attached bridge material list.

MOTOR Tracked excavator:, six-wheeler API. chain saw, generator for drills.

ARk STAFF COMMENTS:

ARE WETLNns INVOLVED? YEs WETLANDS PERMIT 2011-206 ISSUED 12/15/11

kPPROVALS REQUIRED USACE- approved 7123/12 need fInal approval from CO

1!&I,Q.mRTING DATE: Summer 2013 EsTwATEoCoMpLETloN DATE: Summer 2013

REGioN: 6

NYS000I 846


