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Photo 4 Wooden ladders on rock face (Orebed trail to Gothics Mountain) 
 
Photo 5 Walkway on rock wall on Avalanche Lake 
 
Photo 6 Gravel used on foot trail (Indian Pass trail) 
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EXHIBIT A 



High Peaks 
Wilderness Complex

Unit Management Plan

Wilderness Management
for the High Peaks

of the Adirondack Park

        Department of Environmental Conservation

Office of Natural Resources - Region 5 

March 1999

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
George E. Pataki, Governor                                   John P. Cahill, Commissioner
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TRAIL CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM - HIGH PEAKS WILDERNESS AREA

TITLE EXAMPLE MARKING TREAD BARRIERS USE
LEVEL ACCEPTABLE MAINTENANCE

I. Unmarked
Route

Fisherman’s
Path

None Intermittently apparent,
relatively undisturbed
organic soil horizon

Natural
obstructions
present, logs and
water courses

Occasional None

II. Path Table Top 
herd paths

Intermittent Intermittently apparent,
compaction of duff,
mineral soils occasionally
exposed

Same as
unmarked route

Low, varies
by location

Intermittent marking with consideration given to appropriate
layout based on drainage, occasional barrier removal only to
define appropriate route.

III. Primitive Wallface Ponds Trail markers, sign
at junction with
secondary or other
upper level trail

Apparent, soil
compaction evident

Limited natural
obstructions (logs
and river fords)

Low Drainage (native materials) where necessary to minimize
erosion, blowdown removed 2-3 years, brushing as
necessary to define trail (every 5-10 years), bridges only to
protect resource (max - 2 log width), ladders only to protect
exceptionally steep sections, tread 14"-18", clear: 3' wide, 3'
high.

IV. Secondary Phelps Mtn.
Mt. Colden

Markers, signs with
basic information

Likely worn and possibly
quite eroded.  Rocks
exposed, little or no duff
remaining

Up to one year’s
accumulated
blowdown, small
streams.

Moderate Drainage where needed to halt erosion and limit potential
erosion (using native materials), tread hardening with native
materials where drainage proves to be insufficient to control
erosion.  Remove blowdown annually.  Brush to maintain
trail corridor.  Higher use may warrant greater use of
bridges (2-3 logs wide) for resource protection.  Ladders on
exceptionally steep rock faces.  Tread 18"-24".  Clear 4'
wide, 3' High.

V. Trunk Trail or
Primary

Van Hoevenberg
(Mt. Marcy)

Markers, signed
with more
information and
warnings.

Wider tread, worn and
very evident.  Rock
exposed, possibly very
eroded.

Obstructions only
rarely, small
streams

High Same as above; Plus: regular blowdown removal on
designated ski trails, non-native materials as last resort,
extensive tread hardening when needed, bridge streams (2-
4 logs wide) difficult to cross during high water, priority
given to stream crossings below concentrations of
designated camping.  Tread 18"-26", clear 6' wide, 8' high,
actual turn piking limited to 2% of trail length.
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TRAIL CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM - HIGH PEAKS WILDERNESS AREA

TITLE EXAMPLE MARKING TREAD BARRIERS USE
LEVEL ACCEPTABLE MAINTENANCE

VI. Front 
     Country

Visitor
Information
Center

Heavily marked,
detailed interpretive
signing

Groomed None Very High Extensive grooming, some paving, bark chips, handicapped
accessible.

This is to be implemented within 500' of wilderness
boundary.

VII. Horse Trail Cold River Loop Marked as Trunk or
Secondary

Wide tread, must be
rather smooth.

Same as trunk
trail.

Moderate to
High

Same as trunk trail, except use techniques appropriate for
horses.  Bridges: 6' minimum width with kick rails, non-
native dimensional materials preferred.  Tread: 2'-4' wide,
clear 8' wide, 10' high.

VIII. Ski Trail Whale’s Tail Marked High. 
Special markers,
sign at all junctions
with hiking trails.

Duff remains. 
Discourage summer use

Practically none
due to hazards.

High Focus on removal of obstructions, maintenance should be
low profile, tread determined by clearing 6' (Should be
slightly wider at turns and steep sections.  Provide drainage
using native materials to protect resource.



 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT B 









































































































 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT C 



PHOTO 1  

 

 

 

 

Picture of bench cut on Hurricane Mountain trail from Rt 9N, Hurricane Mountain Wilderness Area.  

A properly cut bench cut that allows water to be shed directly off the side of the trail to prevent erosion. 
Note the tall cut on the upslope 



 
 
 

PHOTO 2  

 

 

Picture of trail Turnpiking and linear ditching on Pharaoh Lake Trail, Pharaoh Lake Wilderness Area.  
 
Trail tread raised up and hardened with rock, gravel and mineral soil to keep the hikers out of the mud. Drainage ditch to help direct surface 
water away from raised tread. 



PHOTO 3  

 

 

 

 

 

Picture of Turnpiking and linear drainage ditch on Pharaoh Lake Trail, Pharaoh Lake Wilderness Area  
Trail tread was raised so that water wasn’t running down the middle of the trail. 



PHOTO 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture of Ladders on Orebed Trail to Gothics Mtn, High Peaks Wilderness Area. Ladders are bolted to 
the bedrock to allow hikers to climb up the bedrock 



PHOTO 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture of walkway and ladder (with railing) on Avalanche Lake Trail, High Peaks Wilderness Area. 
Walkway and ladder constructed to assist hikers in walking over boulders and bedrock 



PHOTO 6  

 

Gravel on the Indian Pass foot trail 



PHOTO 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Picture of Cascade Mountain Trail, High Peaks Wilderness Area 

 
Showing waterbar across the hiking trail extending through the forest. 
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