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State Assembly and State Senate Release Budgets

The New York State Assembly hit a home run in its fiscal year 2021-22 New
York State budget with the historic increase of the Environmental Protection
Fund.

The New York State Senate hit one out of the park with its authorization of the
$3 Billion Clean Water, Green Jobs, Green New York Bond Act.

The New York State Assembly and State Senate released their new state budgets for
fiscal year 2021-22 and they contain big news for the Adirondack Park. The
Assembly boosted the Environmental Protection Fund to $400 million and
designated $9 million in EPF funding for "Adirondack and Catskill Visitor Safety and
Wilderness Protection.” This represents the biggest boost and brightest spotlight on
Forest Preserve and Wilderness management in New York's history. The State
Senate authorized passage of the new $3 Billion Clean Water, Green Jobs, Green New
York Bond Act and focused research funding on visitor use management in the
Adirondack Forest Preserve.

“Hats off to the State Assembly for its historic increase of the Environmental
Protection Fund and focus on improving management and public use of the Forest
Preserve. We appreciate their funding Adirondack and Catskill Wilderness
management and their $400,000 in funding for the Adirondack Research
Consortium to help organize a Visitor Use Management monitoring program,” said
Peter Bauer, Executive Director of Protect the Adirondacks.

“We salute the bold action by the State Senate to include the $3 billion Clean Water,
Green Jobs, Green New York Bond Act in its budget this year. The Green Bond Act
includes $1 billion for climate change restoration and flood risk reduction, $550,000
million for open space land conservation and recreation, $700 million for climate
change mitigation, and $550 million for water quality improvement and

resilient infrastructure, among other project and programs. The Senate also
included $400,000 in funding for the Adirondack Research Consortium to help
organize a Visitor Use Management monitoring program,” said Peter Bauer.
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State Assembly

The State Assembly released an ambitious state budget that includes a $400 million
Environmental Protection Fund (EPF), raising the fund from $300 million proposed
by the Executive. The Assembly EPF calls for investments in a number of Adirondack
Park priorities, including land protection funded at $44 million, invasive species
control funded at $19.3 million, State Lands Stewardship at $40.465 million, and
Climate Changes Mitigation and Adaptation at $19.8 million. The State Lands
Stewardship funding includes $9 million for Adirondack and Catskill Visitor Safety
and Wilderness Protection, $800,000 for Essex County over-use, and $400,000 for
the Adirondack Research Consortium to work on helping to organize and develop a
Visitor Use Management monitoring program for the Adirondack Forest Preserve.

Consistent with the Governor's budget and the new Senate budget, the Assembly
also funds in the EPF the Adirondack Diversity Initiative at $250,000, the Paul
Smiths VIC at $180,000, the Newcomb VIC at $120,000, Adirondack landfill closure
for Essex and Hamilton counties at $450,000, and Lake George invasive species
control at $450,000.

State Senate

The Senate kept EPF funding at $300 million, but added the $3 Billion Clean Water,
Green Jobs, Green New York Bond Act to its budget, which if passed would be on the
state ballot in November 2021.

The State Senate EPF $300 million spending accounts allocations are very similar to
the Executive Budget.

The State Senate includes $400,000 for the Adirondack Research Consortium to
work on helping to organize and develop a Visitor Use Management monitoring
program for the Adirondack Forest Preserve in its budget for Aid to Localities.

The State Senate included a new $3 billion environmental bond act, called the "Clean
Water, Green Jobs, Green New York Bond Act." This measure would be placed on the
state ballot for a vote in November 2021! Unlike in last year's state budget, there is
no budget language authorizing them to remove it from the ballot once it is passed.
Click here to read the Senate's bond act program language, which tracks closely to
the to the environmental bond act from last year.

The $3 billion Clean Water, Green Jobs, Green New York Bond Act includes $1 billion
for climate change restoration and flood risk reduction, $550,000 million for open
space land conservation and recreation, $700 million for climate change mitigation,
and $550 million for water quality improvement and resilient infrastructure, among
other project and programs.

See more information here: https://www.protectadks.org/new-york-state-
assembly-and-state-senate-release-budgets-with-big-news-for-adirondack-park/




Clean Water Infrastructure

Both the Senate and Assembly continued important clean water funding, including
$500 million in new funding for clean water infrastructure and commitments to
capital improvements at our state parks and environmental conservation facilities.
This is consistent with the Executive budget.

Protect the Adirondacks

Protect the Adirondacks is an IRS-approved non-profit organization dedicated to the
preservation and stewardship of the 6-million-acre Adirondack Park. Our mission is
to protect the Adirondack Park’s wild character for current and future generations.
PROTECT pursues this mission through a combination of advocacy, grassroots
organizing, independent public oversight, research, education, and legal action.
Protect the Adirondacks was formed in 2009 as a result of a merger between two
long-standing environmental conservation groups in the Park, The Resident’s
Committee to Protect the Adirondacks and the Association for the Protection of the
Adirondacks. Protect the Adirondacks is managed by a 21-member Board of
Directors of Adirondack leaders in state agency management, environmental law,
local government, Adirondack environmental and cultural history, and small
business. Protect the Adirondacks maintains an office in a 100% energy efficient,
solar- and wind-powered office in Johnsburg in the central Adirondacks. For more
information see www.protectadks.org and @ProtectAdkPark.

HHt



