
	

 
Protect the Adirondacks 

PO Box 48, North Creek, NY 12853  518.251.2700 
www.protectadks.org   info@protectadks.org 

Like Us on Facebook/Instagram/Threads and Bluesky @ProtectAdkPark   

	
Via Email  
 
August 5, 2025 
  
Aaron Ziemann  
Adirondack Park Agency  
P.O. Box 99  
Ray Brook, NY 12977 
 
RE:  LandVest Clearcutting Application (Eastwood Climate Smart 

Forestry Fund/Northway Forests, LLC)  
Cedar River Road, Town of Indian Lake, Hamilton County 
Tax Parcel 64.-1-1.100  
APA Project No.: 2025-0104 

 
Dear Mr. Ziemann:  
 
Protect the Adirondacks (PROTECT) respectfully submits these supplemental 
comments regarding the application by LandVest, in partnership with the 
Eastwood Climate Smart Forest Fund (Eastwood) and Northway Forests, LLC, 
seeking approval for timber harvesting activities—including clearcutting—on 
approximately 502 acres of land in the Town of Indian Lake, Hamilton County 
(the “Project”).   

Although the public comment period has formally closed, we recently obtained 
a copy of the State-owned Conservation Easement governing the Project site 
through a Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) request to the Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC). Given the fundamental relevance of this 
document to the Project’s compliance with legal restrictions, and the fact that 
the Adirondack Park Agency (APA) previously informed us that APA did not 
possess a copy of Conservation Easement, we urge the Agency to accept these 
additional comments. 

We are providing a copy of the Conservation Easement as Exhibit A to this 
letter. These comments supplement PROTECT’s previous submission dated 
July 17, 2025. 
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Purpose and Goals of the Conservation Easement 
 
The stated purpose of the Conservation Easement is “to limit or eliminate certain uses of the 
Protected Property, thereby protecting and conserving the forest and other natural resources of the 
Protected Property.”  Ex. A at 2.  To achieve these purposes, the Easement establishes specific 
management requirements and restrictions to conserve natural resources and ensure their 
availability for future generations, while protecting the scenic and ecological values of the 
property—including  air and water quality, wildlife habitat, and biological diversity).”  Id. § 2.2 at 
3.   
 
Additionally, the Easement is intended to provide public recreational opportunities on the property, 
with such uses managed to remain consistent with the Easement’s primary conservation goals. Id. 
§ 2.5 at 4. 
 
The Proposed Project Violates the Conservation Easement 

The proposed Project is fundamentally inconsistent with—and in several respects, directly 
violates—the terms of the Conservation Easement. 

Biological Diversity and Broad Age Distribution: The proposed clearcutting of hundreds of acres 
of forest violates the Easement’s mandatory specification that forest management activities 
“[m]aintain or enhance biological diversity” and “[p]rovide for a broad distribution of forest age 
classes.” Ex. A, § 5.1.1 at 45-46. The proposed clearcutting will homogenize age classes, diminish 
tree diversity by perpetuating the regeneration of predominately American beech trees, and reduce 
overall biological diversity, undermining these core Conservation Easement requirements. 

Wetlands and Vernal Pools: The Easement requires the protection of wetlands and vernal pools, 
yet the application fails to adequately map and delineate all such areas, despite acknowledging the 
presence on the Project site of vernal pools, “other wet areas,” and “non-documented” wetlands 
and ponds. Id. §§ 5.1.1, 5.3(f)(iv), at 45-46, 58. 
 
Water Quality: The application proposes that stream crossings will be identified during harvesting 
rather than pre-identified on submitted maps—directly violating both APA regulations and the 
Easement’s requirement that forest management activities must “protect or enhance water quality.” 
Id. § 5.1.1 at 45-46. 
 
DEC Approval: The Easement clearly states that all forest management activities must receive 
prior written approval from DEC. Id. § 5.2 at 46.	The application provides no evidence that such 
approval has been sought or obtained.  
	
Biological Assessment and Desired Forest Conditions: The Easement requires that a 
comprehensive Biological Assessment of the Project site be conducted every 15 years, including 
an articulation of the desired forest condition to be achieved and maintained. Ex. A, § 5.3(g) at 59-
63. The Easement specifies that the objective of each desired forest condition “shall be to protect, 
maintain and/or enhance the condition of the natural resource values” of the Project site. Id. The 
application does not include a Biological Assessment, nor does it demonstrate that the proposed 



	

	 3	

forest management activities will maintain or enhance the site’s natural resource values, as 
required by the Conservation Easement. 
   
Log Yards: The applicant proposes to establish six log yards on the Project site, in violation of the 
Easement, which explicitly permits no more than four.	Ex. A, § 5.4.1 at 64. 
 
Failure to Address Potential Impacts on Recreational Uses 

The Conservation Easement establishes and allows for a variety of public recreational uses on the 
Project site, including non-motorized and motorized public recreation, public access points, linear 
recreation corridors, campsites and parking areas. Ex. A, § 4.3.A at 13-43. The Easement also 
allows for recreational amenities and improvements including roads, trails, parking areas, boat 
launches, campsites, lean-tos, outhouses, fire rings, fire places, signs, kiosks, barriers, fences, 
gates, and other structures or improvements to facilitate the management of public access and 
recreational use of the Project site. Id. § 4.4(a) at 39. However, the application fails to assess the 
potential impacts of the proposed timber harvesting on either existing recreational uses or future 
recreational development opportunities permitted under the Easement. 

Conclusion 
 
As previously noted in PROTECT’s July 17, 2025 comment letter, the applicant failed to submit 
the required Conservation Easement with its application, depriving APA of essential information 
needed to evaluate compliance with the legal restrictions governing the Project site. Now that 
PROTECT has provided the Conservation Easement, it is evident that the Project violates its terms 
in multiple, significant respects. Therefore, APA cannot make the requisite statutory findings to 
approve the application, and the application must be denied. 

We appreciate your attention to these supplemental comments and urge the APA Board to give 
them full consideration in its review process. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of PROTECT, please accept our gratitude for the opportunity 
to share our comments on this proposed Project.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Christopher Amato 
Conservation Director and Counsel 
  
 
C: Aaron Love, DEC Regional Attorney, Region 5	
	



 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT A 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































