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Paddle for Wilderness on September 13 – protest for the 
protection of the 36,000-acre Whitney Park and celebrate 
the Adirondack wildlands canoeing legacy of Peter and Ann 
Hornbeck.  
 
For more information, call Protect the Adirondacks: 
Claudia Braymer, Executive Director: Cell 703.937.7163 
 
Paddle for Wilderness 

A Paddle for Wilderness is taking place on Saturday September 13th at Forked Lake in the 
central Adirondacks in Long Lake at 10 AM. The Paddle for Wilderness is a floating protest 
calling for the protection of the 36,000-acre Whitney Park that is up for sale and threatened with 
development. The Paddle for Wilderness will also bring together paddlers to honor the wildlands 
canoeing and kayaking legacy of Peter Hornbeck (1943-2020) and his wife Ann Hornbeck 
(1948-2025).  

Peter and Ann founded Hornbeck Boats, a family-owned company that builds the popular 
lightweight canoes and kayaks that are made for Adirondack adventures. Peter Hornbeck was 
also a long-time Adirondack environmental leader and was a Founding Director of Protect the 
Adirondacks. 

The Paddle for Wilderness also spotlights the importance of the lands of Whitney Park that are 
currently up for sale and threatened with development. This tract has been at the top of the State's 
land protection list for 50 years. Whitney Park includes 36,000 acres of forests, 22 lakes and 
ponds, and over 100 miles of undeveloped shorelines. 

The public is welcome to participate in this unique opportunity to join with other paddlers and 
put a paddle in the water for wild places, quiet and motorless waters, and the Forest Preserve. 
The event takes place at Forked Lake, which borders the south end of the 36,000-acre Whitney 



 

Park, which is up for sale and threatened with development. There will be a reception afterwards 
with snacks and beverages. Sign up to attend by using this link. 

  

Forked Lake 

The Paddle for Wilderness on Saturday September 13th will be based out of the Forked Lake 
Campground, which will be closed for camping at that time, but open to the public for recreation. 
The campground provides a great setting to launch canoes and kayaks and provides ample 
parking and easy access to Forked Lake. The Paddle for Wilderness will start and end at the 
Forked Lake Campground, so paddlers can explore and enjoy the water as much or as little as 
they feel comfortable doing. Forked Lake Campground is in Hamilton County about 15 minutes 
south of Long Lake. 

 
Forked Lake is a long and beautiful lake. The south shore is mostly public Forest Preserve lands. 
The north shore of Forked Lake borders lands at the southern boundary of the 36,000-acre 
Whitney Park that is up for sale and threatened with development. The future of Whitney Park 
will shape the future of Forked Lake, which is now one of the Park’s great flatwater camping 
locations, with a state campground at its east end, and primitive campsites at its west end.  

 

More information is available here: https://www.protectadks.org/register-for-the-paddle-for-
wilderness-on-september-13-2025/ 

Protect the Adirondacks 
 
Protect the Adirondacks is an IRS-approved non-profit organization dedicated to the preservation 
and stewardship of the 6-million-acre Adirondack Park. Our mission is to protect the Adirondack 
Park’s wild character for current and future generations. PROTECT pursues this mission through 
a combination of advocacy, grassroots organizing, independent public oversight, research, water 
quality monitoring, education, and legal action. Protect the Adirondacks was formed in 2009 as 
the result of a merger between two long-standing environmental conservation groups in the 
Adirondack Park, the Resident’s Committee to Protect the Adirondacks (est. 1991) and the 
Association for the Protection of the Adirondacks (est. 1901). 
 
Protect the Adirondacks is managed by a 18-member Board of Directors of Adirondack leaders 
with expertise in environmental law, local government, Adirondack environmental and cultural 
history, state agency management, and small business. Protect the Adirondacks maintains an 
office in a 100% energy efficient, solar-and wind-powered office in Johnsburg in the central 
Adirondacks. For more information see www.protectadks.org and @ProtectAdkPark. 
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