Resolution of [Name] Lake Association
Urging Adoption of Local Law Regulating the Operation of Wake Boats

WHEREAS, the [Name] Lake Association recognizes the extraordinary cultural, recreational, and ecological value of Adirondack waters, which are central to the Town’s heritage, economy, and the health of its residents;
WHEREAS, the use of wake boats – motorized watercrafts designed or operated to create large wakes for wakesports such as wakesurfing and wakeboarding – is increasing on water bodies in the Adirondacks;
WHEREAS, wake boats are equipped with large ballast tanks, ballast bags or other devices or features that increase the size and intensity of their wakes;
WHEREAS, the enhanced wakes produced by wake boats have been shown to cause shoreline erosion, damage docks and moored boats, destruction of aquatic vegetation and wildlife habitat, and degradation of water quality through the resuspension of sediments, which can promote harmful algal blooms;
WHEREAS, wake boats’ ballast systems are difficult to fully clean, drain, and dry, thereby increasing the risk of introducing and spreading aquatic invasive species into waterbodies;
WHEREAS, the larger wakes caused by wake boats can create safety hazards for paddlers, swimmers, anglers, and smaller water crafts, and their higher bows limit visibility of nearby users, increasing collision risks;
WHEREAS, many of the negative impacts of wake boats can be mitigated by operating wake boats for wakesports in water that is at least 30 feet deep and at least 1,000 feet from a shoreline, on waterbodies that have at least 60 contiguous acres of surface water; 
WHEREAS, pursuant to New York State Town Law § 130(17), towns are authorized to regulate the speed and operation of vessels within 1,500 feet of their shorelines, and pursuant to Municipal Home Rule Law §10, towns may enact local laws and regulations to protect the health, safety, and welfare of their residents; 
WHEREAS, the [Name] Lake Association has determined that regulating the operation of wake boats within certain distances from shore and in shallow or small waterbodies is necessary to protect public safety and preserve the ecological integrity of waters within its boundaries; now therefore
BE IT RESOLVED, that [Name] Lake Association urges the Town of [______] Town Board to adopt a local law regulating the operation of wake boats within the Town of ______.

Approved by a vote of _____ on _________.
