


Town of _______ Town Board

Resolution Adopting Local Law Regulating the Operation of Wake Boats within the Town of [Name]
WHEREAS, the Town of [Name] recognizes the extraordinary cultural, recreational, and ecological value of Adirondack waters, which are central to the Town’s heritage, economy, and the health of its residents;
WHEREAS, the use of wake boats – motorized watercrafts designed or operated to create large wakes for wakesports such as wakesurfing and wakeboarding – is increasing on water bodies in the Adirondacks;
WHEREAS, wake boats are equipped with large ballast tanks, ballast bags or other devices or features that increase the size and intensity of their wakes;
WHEREAS, the enhanced wakes produced by wake boats have been shown to cause shoreline erosion, damage docks and moored boats, destruction of aquatic vegetation and wildlife habitat, and degradation of water quality through the resuspension of sediments, which can promote harmful algal blooms;
WHEREAS, wake boats’ ballast systems are difficult to fully clean, drain, and dry, thereby increasing the risk of introducing and spreading aquatic invasive species into waterbodies;
WHEREAS, the larger wakes caused by wake boats can create safety hazards for paddlers, swimmers, anglers, and smaller water crafts, and their higher bows limit visibility of nearby users, increasing collision risks;
WHEREAS, many of the negative impacts of wake boats can be mitigated by operating wake boats for wakesports in water that is at least 30 feet deep and at least 1,000 feet from a shoreline, on waterbodies that have at least 60 contiguous acres of surface water, and where the usable area, as limited by the water depth and buffer zone, is at least 3,000 feet in length; 
WHEREAS, pursuant to New York State Town Law § 130(17), towns are authorized to regulate the speed and operation of vessels within 1,500 feet of their shorelines, and pursuant to Municipal Home Rule Law §10, towns may enact local laws and regulations to protect the health, safety, and welfare of their residents; 
WHEREAS, the Town Board finds that regulating the operation of wake boats within certain distances from shore and in shallow or small waterbodies is necessary to protect public safety and preserve the ecological integrity of waters within its boundaries; now therefore
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of [Name] hereby adopts Local Law #___ of 2026 entitled “A Local Law Regulating the Operation of Wake Boats within the Town” regulating the operation of wake boats within the Town of [Name]; and
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Local Law shall be filed with the Department of State.
Ayes: 
Nos:
Abstain:

A Local Law Regulating the Operation of Wake Boats within the Town

I. Purpose: The Town Board of the Town of [Name] finds that the operation of wake boats—vessels designed or used to generate large wakes or waves—poses risks to shoreline stability, aquatic ecosystems, invasive species, water quality, and public safety. The Town Board recognizes that Environmental Conservation Law § 9-1710 and its implementing regulations require all persons to take reasonable precautions before launching watercraft to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species, such as through the removal of any plant or animal matter by cleaning, draining and drying the watercraft. The purpose of this law is to further protect the Town’s natural resources while supporting the continued responsible enjoyment and traditional recreational uses of Adirondack waters.

II. Definitions:
1. Ballast System: Any apparatus, tank, or container designed to hold water or other material for the purpose of altering a vessel’s trim or wake.
2. Enhanced wake activity:  Any operation of a vessel or watercraft in a manner intended to increase or maintain an artificial wake height exceeding twelve (12) inches from trough to crest, or a wave having damaging capability.
3. Useable area: An area on a water body, which water body has at least 60 contiguous acres of surface water, that is at least 1,000 feet from a shoreline and where the water is at least 30 feet deep.
4. Wake boat: A motorized wake enhancement watercraft that can also be referred to as a bladder boat, ballast boat or wake boat. It is a monohull motorboat that can be artificially filled with water for added weight in cavities or ballast tanks designed to hold water or weighted with material on or in the monohull and/or uses hydraulically controlled devices or any other attachment(s) intended for the sole purpose of increasing the size and/or output of a boat’s wakes, whether empty, full of water or weighted in some other manner, but does not include boats with wells intended solely to store fishing bait, or live wells for the purpose of holding live fish.
5. Wakesports: 
i. The operation of a wake boat while using ballast tanks, ballast bags, or any other devices or design features that are activated to increase the size of the boat’s wake; or
ii. The act of riding on or in a wake behind a wake boat, using a surfboard, wakeboard, hydrofoil, or a similar device:
1. directly behind a wakeboat without a tow rope; or
2. directly behind a wakeboat, with or without a tow rope, when the wakeboat’s ballast tanks, bags, or other wake-enhancing devices or design features are engaged as described above.

III. Prohibition: No person shall operate a wake boat for wakesports or operate any vessel or watercraft in a way that creates enhanced wake activity on a water body within the Town of [Name], [Name] County, New York unless the wake boat, vessel or watercraft is at least 1,000 feet from a shoreline, the water is at least 30 feet deep, the usable area is at least 3,000 feet in length, and the water body has at least 60 contiguous acres of surface water. The operation of wake boats is explicitly prohibited on the following water bodies that are smaller than 60 contiguous acres and/or have a depth that is less than 30 feet: _______. 

IV. Penalties: A violation of this local law shall be punishable by a fine of up to $250.00 for a first offense, $500.00 for a second offense within two years, and $750.00 for a third offense within two years. 

V. Severability. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part of this local law shall be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part thereof directly involved in a controversy in which such judgment shall have been rendered.

VI. Effective Date. This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.



